Kim 4 Kids Christian Child Care
Pre-Kindergarten Program
2009 - 2010
In most cases, children are in Pre-Kindergarten the year before they attend Kindergarten.  Even though a child is legally ready (age 5 before December 2), the parents and the teacher may decide together that a child is not ready in all of the following areas:  social skills, or emotional, physical or intellectual development.  Many children attend Pre-K for two years.

To help me develop a well-rounded Pre-K program at Kim 4 Kids, I have in the past met with three Kindergarten teachers - one from Bakersfield City Schools, one from Panama-Buena Vista District and one from Fruitvale School District- and have attended the Kern County Superintendent of Schools Articulation Meetings.  I gathered information concerning the skills that children need to be successful in Kindergarten and have adapted our curriculum around these skills.  The following are some examples of the skills and concepts that I will be working on with your children:

· Listening skills/attention span

· Self- Help Skills (toileting, dressing, tying shoes, wiping nose, etc.)

· Primary colors

· Basic shapes 

· Major body parts

· Introduction to letters and numbers

· Counting out loud to at least 20
· Counting objects to at least 20
· Matching

· Sequencing

· Problem solving skills

· Social skills

· Large and small motor skills
· Proper use of scissors and pencils

· Memorizing
· Bible Verses
· One to One Correspondence

· Science Concepts

· First and Last Name

· Address

· Phone number

· Months/Days of the Week/Calendar

· Weather

· Spatial concepts (i.e., inside/outside, under/over, left/right, etc.)

· Following directions (3 - 4 step)

· Introduction to writing own name

In a few weeks, I will send home our planned curriculum units for the year.  Please

remember that we will also continually be working throughout the year on the above skills and concepts.  Some skills will not be formally introduced until later in the year.  Please do not be concerned if your child already knows the concept that we are doing as a group.  We will expand on what they already know which will help to give them a sense of security and give them confidence to further explore.  Furthermore, please do not be concerned if your child does not know any of the above concepts.  That is exactly what Pre-Kindergarten is all about.  Some of your children are young and will not be attending Kindergarten next year so this will be an introduction for them and will give them exposure so that they can become successful and confident in these concepts next year.
Preschool and Kindergarten children are visual, auditory and sensory learners.  Providing children with experiences that require seeing, hearing and touching will make a memorable impact on our children.  Children are learning through everything they do, so please remember this when you see your child just “playing”.

As you read over the above list, you probably see many skills that you can help your child with at home.  Your child has a better chance of being successful when we all work together.  Working together is a positive experience for everyone involved, especially your child.  As you work with your child, please be patient – some of these skills are simple to us but very difficult for children.  Also remember that the learning comes from the process not the product. 
It’s okay if your child’s shirt ends up inside out and backwards, it’s okay if their hair is combed the “wrong way”, it’s okay if they paint a beautiful picture and then choose to paint over it with black paint, it’s okay if your child does the puzzle upside down, etc……… children have to do things the “wrong way” to learn how to do it the “right way”.  Remember to praise them for doing it themselves and never criticize the final product.  Be patient as they learn to do new things such as puzzles, cutting with scissors, etc.  Be slow to interrupt them or show them “how to do it right”.  Only step in when you see that they are getting frustrated.  You will find that most of the time, they are very patient – it is adults that become impatient and want it done a certain way.
Thank you for all the support you give to me and, most of all, your child thanks you for all the support you give to them on a daily basis.  We are all looking forward to a fun year!
Miss Kim
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I will be meeting with the parents of the Pre-Kindergarten children in the Spring of 2010.  Although I will not do formal testing for Kindergarten, I will be tracking your child’s progress through all of the activities that your child will be participating in during the school year.  During your parent conference, I will show you examples of the activities that your child has done throughout the year and talk with you about your child’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical capabilities.

Parent Conferences are informal so please bring any questions or concerns that you have with you.  We encourage both mom and dad to attend.

Please do not feel that you have to wait until Spring to meet with me regarding your child’s progress.  I will be happy to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress at any time during the year.  We can schedule naptime, evening or weekend appointments.
Beginning the first of September, your child will be drawing a family picture each month.  Your child will be given a piece of paper and crayons/markers and his/her directions will be to “draw a picture of your family”.  Your child will be encouraged to draw anything or anyone he/she wants to include in his/her family picture.  I will not be telling them to draw a face, eyes, nose, etc.  I will use these pictures as an informal assessment tool to see what I need to expand on with your child.  We want them to draw body features as they see them not as we see them.  This is a developmental process for all children.  They may just scribble in the beginning, draw only a circle, or leave out obvious (to adults) body parts, etc.  Their perception is different than ours so please be patient and allow your child to discover at their own pace.  These pictures will be displayed on a bulletin board for you to view.  Check them out monthly and watch how your child progresses with his fine motor skills, creativity, perception and imagination.  
Your child will also be writing his/her own story each month.  Your child will pick out a sticker/picture to put on their paper.  I will then ask your child to tell me story about the sticker and your child’s words will be written exactly as they have dictated them to me.  Watch how your child’s language and imagination develops! 
You will receive both of these activities in a packet at the end of the school year.

The following is a list of activities that you may feel is just “play”.  Listed below are just some of the benefits and educational values of each activity.


· Development of large and fine muscle coordination

· Construction experience involving number, size, weight, balance, and design. (Pre-Math and Science)

· Dramatic individual and social play reproducing real life situations on a small scale.

· Emotional satisfaction through the use of fantasy.

· Gaining self-discipline in the way that blocks are used.

· Excellent medium for problem solving.

· Stimulates creative play. 


· Excellent for eye-hand coordination.

· Fine muscle exercises.

· Excellent for concept formation of size, shape, color, numbers, etc.  (Pre- Math, Pre-Reading and Science)

· Creative play for disciplining oneself to work to a satisfactory completion. (attention span)

· Stimulates imagination and abstract thinking.


· Excellent for reproducing real life situations on a safe child-sized scale.

· Emotional satisfaction and creativity through the use of fantasy.

· Identification with adult and child roles through spontaneous play.

· Excellent for encouraging language development.

· Stimulates social development and problem solving.

· Enhances child’s self-concept and self-confidence as he/she succeeds in play.


· Self-discovery and enhancement of self-concept as one enjoys a creative experience.

· Coordination of small and large muscles.

· Excellent media for sensory pleasure and concepts of color, shape, size, number, texture, and form. (Pre-Math and science)

· Emotional satisfaction and constructive outlet for feelings.

· Allows child to experiment with color, design and technique.  (Pre-Science)
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· Singing increases vocabulary and word recognition.

· Excellent way to foster a good listening ear. (Attention span)

· Differentiation of tone, pitch, rhythm.

· Relaxing for individual or group.

· Can serve as a positive energy release.

· Large and small muscle development

· Rhyming and finger-plays give child ample exploration in sound, coordination of movements, numbers and memory recall.


· Appreciation for the printed word.

· Excellent for language development.

· Excellent for concept formation. 

· Beginning foundations for future reading readiness (attention span and coordination of eyes)

· Stimulates child’s imagination.

· Allows child to expand his/her experiences.


· Helps child become aware of the world around him.

· Increases child’s language in encouraging him/her to talk about objects or happenings

· Increase observation skills - similarities and differences.

· Stimulates curiosity, “Let’s find out”, cause and effect, problem solving.

· Allows experience with pouring, measuring, weighing, comparing, etc. (Pre-Math and Science)

 

· Increases the development of the large muscles

· Increases coordination and balance

· Excellent for encouraging social cooperation while playing together

· Emotional release

· Eye/Hand and Eye/Foot coordination

· Self-confidence builder when they can do it after practicing and practicing!!

Parent Conferences





What is Pre-Kindergarten?





Block Building - large and small blocks





Family Pictures/Sticker Stories





Manipulatives - puzzles, playdough, Legos, pegboards, matching, sorting, etc.





Dramatic Play - dress-up, kitchen, playhouse, community helpers, grocery store, and etc.





Creative Art - painting, gluing, pasting, cutting, drawing, etc.





Music - dancing, group singing, finger-plays, instrument playing, background music, etc.





Books and Flannelboards





Science - nature, animals, water and sand play, textures, etc.





Large Motor Activities - climbing, running, skipping, kicking, etc.











